
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

On the internet at 

www.coalvalleyil.org 

Volume 28, Issue 2  February 2026 Drue Mielke- editor and village resident submit articles to

 cvnews@coalvalleyil.org
Coal Valley, Illinois  “Building Community Throughout Our Village.” 

First Place Winner-  124 West 28th Avenue 

Village Homes Reflect the Season- Holiday Lights 
Decorating Contest Winners Announced 

Winners of the Holiday Lights Decorating 

Contest were announced at the January Village 

Board Meeting held on Wednesday, January 14th at 

6:00 p.m. at the village hall. 

First Place Winner-  124 West 28th Avenue 

Second Place Winner-  604 West 3rd Street 

Third Place Winner-  1000 E. 7th Street 

Coal Valley Lions Club 
Disbands 
SUBMITTED BY LIONS CLUB MEMBER ABE VAN DE 

KERCKHOVE 

The Coal Valley Lions 

Club is discontinuing due 

to lack of membership. 

Lions Club member Abe 

Van de Kerckhove states 

“for the last two years, 

we have only had ¿ve 
members, which is not 

enough to do our fund 

raisers to buy glasses and 

hearing aids for those who could not a൵ord them; and 
other projects in the Coal Valley area.” 

The Coal Valley Lions Club would like to thank 

everyone who helped us in any way and kept Coal 

Valley Lions going! This includes Lion President 

Robin McGee, Lion Gary McMeekan, Lion Boot Van 

de Kerckhove, Lion Abe VanDeKerckhove, and Lion 

John Kerch. 

Lions Club equipment will be auctioned o൵ on 
February 11 at 5:30 pm at the Rock Reception Facility, 

302 1st Street, Coal Valley.  All money from the sales 

will go back into the Coal Valley community. In 

addition, monies remaining in the Lions Club treasury 

will also go to the Coal Valley community. 

Mr. Van de Kerckhove encourages everyone to 

come to the auction “so we can go out with a bang!”. 

Second Place Winner-  604 West 3rd Street 

Third Place Winner-  1000 E. 7th Street 

The Village News- February 2026 PAGE 1  

mailto:cvnews@coalvalleyil.org
www.coalvalleyil.org


Coal Valley  
Kindness  

Card Exchange 

February 9–14 | Coal Valley Public Library 

Help spread kindness in Coal Valley! 
Bring a kindness card to the library, 

and take one in return. We encourage 

cards to be personal, creative, and/or 

handmade, something that really 

spreads the spirit of kindness. Share a 

little joy and make someone’s day a bit 

brighter! 
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Niabi Zoo Adding Splash Pad & Dinosaur 
Dig Playground 

Niabi Zoo has been awarded a $527,800 

Open Space Land Acquisition and Development 

(OSLAD) grant from the State of Illinois to support 

the creation of new outdoor spaces that connect 

education, exploration and family-friendly recreation. 

The grant will fully fund three outdoor enhancements 

designed to encourage hands-on learning and active 

play, aligning with the core mission of the OSLAD 

program to expand access to outdoor recreational 

amenities. No local match is required, making 

the grant the total estimated cost of the project. 

Administered by the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR), theOSLAD programsupports 

outdoor recreation and education 

projects that strengthen communities 

and expand access to open spaces. 

In the most recent funding cycle, 

the State of Illinois awarded $36 

million to 67 communities statewide. 

“These investments help us 

continue to evolve Niabi Zoo into a 

place where education, conservation 

and family fun come together,” said 

Lee Jackson, Zoo Director at Niabi 

Zoo. “This grant allows us to create 

new, engaging spaces that encourage 

exploration, spark curiosity and 

give families more reasons to spend 

meaningful time outdoors together.” 

Expanding outdoor educational 

experiences at Niabi Zoo 

The grant will support 

the development of three 

complementary outdoor amenities 

that enhance the guest experience 

while supporting education and accessibility: 

• A splash pad play area, located between the Cat 
House and the Carousel, o൵ering an interactive water 
feature for children during warm-weather visits. 

• A dinosaur dig playground experience, where young 
guests can uncover the bones of a life-sized stegosaurus, 

blending imaginative play with educational exploration. 

• An outdoor educational deck, built onto the 
administration building, designed to support zoo programs, 

group learning and community events in an open-air setting. 

Together, these additions create new 

opportunities for learning beyond traditional 

exhibits, reinforcing Niabi Zoo’s role as a regional 

destination for outdoor education and recreation. 

Governor JB Pritzker emphasized the importance of 

these investments across Illinois. “Since I became 

Governor, it’s been my mission to build stronger, 

healthier communities across Illinois,” said Pritzker. 

“Through the OSLAD program, we’re bringing 

that vision to life by expanding green spaces and 

creating new recreational opportunities for all.” 

The above image shows one of three projects that will be funded by the OSLAD 

grant. 

Established by the Illinois General Assembly in 

1986, OSLAD is a cost-sharing program between state 

and local governments that funds land acquisition 

and development for outdoor parks and recreation 

projects. Since its inception, the program has awarded 

more than $640 million to projects throughout Illinois. 

Construction on the new amenities is expected to 

take place throughout 2026 and may extend into 2027, 

depending on contractor availability. Additional details 

and timelines will be shared as plans are ¿nalized. 
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The Coal Valley Village Hall 

will be closed Monday, February 16th 

in observance of 

Presidents’ Day. 
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M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

10:00 AM:
Manipulation Stations

10:00 AM:
Manipulation Stations

3:15 PM: Read to a Dog

10:00 AM: Knitting &
Crochet Club

5:00 PM: Literary Flavors
Book Club - 

6:00 PM: Valley Readers
Book Club 

10:00 AM: Knitting &
Crochet Club

10:00 AM:
Manipulation Stations

10:30 AM: Sensory
Saturday

11:00 AM: Music & Movement

11:00 AM: Music & Movement

11:00 AM: Little
Learners Story Time

11:00 AM: Little
Learners Story Time

2:00 PM: Board + Beyond:
Games Club

10:30 AM: Sensory
Saturday

3:15 PM: Caterpillar to
Monarch Book Club

2:45 PM: Puzzlers

11:00 AM: Wee-

Littles Art Start

11:00 AM: Wee-

Littles Art Start

2:00 PM: Board + Beyond:
Games Club

10:00 AM: Knitting &
Crochet Club           

11:00 AM: Music & Movement

10:00 AM:
Manipulation Stations

11:00 AM: Wee-

Littles Art Start

11:00 AM: Wee-

Littles Art Start

11:00 AM: Little
Learners Story Time

2:00 PM: Board + Beyond:
Games Club

3:30 PM: Art & Audio Club

2:00 PM: Board + Beyond:
Games Club

11:00 AM: Little
Learners Story Time

3:00 PM: S.T.E.M.
Challenge

3:00 PM: Lego Club Free
Build

3:00 PM: Pokémon Club

3:00 PM: Disney Bingo

6:00 PM: Write Your Legacy

4:00 PM: Galentines Craft
Night

3:00 PM: Agents of the
Library

11:00 AM: Little
Scientists Story Time

11:00 AM: Little
Scientists Story Time

11:00 AM: Little
Scientists Story Time

11:00 AM: Little
Scientists Story Time

5:00 PM: Creative Crafters

2:30 PM: Craft and Color

3:15 PM: Eagle Eye
Readers Book Club

3:30 PM: Knot

Crafters

11:00 AM: Tots Together
Parents Group

3:30 PM: Teen

Craft Club

3:30 PM: Art &

Audio Club

4:00 PM: Pizza &
Pages Book Club

6:00 PM: Romantic Reads by
the Fire 

6:00 PM: Romantic Reads by
the Fire 

6:00 PM: Romantic Reads by
the Fire 

11:00 AM: Tots Together
Parents Group

Blind Date

with a Book

Fall in love…
one first line

at a time!
 Take a chance

on a book
based on its

opening line...
no judging by

the cover!
End of
Winter

Reading
Program!

 Spread A Little Love Around Coal Valley! 

Robert R. Jones Library Events 
Toddler Program Monday 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Tuesday      10:00 AM - 8:00 PM       Grade School Program 
Wednesday 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Middle/High School Program 
Thursday 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Adult Program Friday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

All Ages - Family Program Saturday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
Highlights: 

Bli 9 10 11 12 13 14 nd Date 
with a Book 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

Closed in Observance 
of President’s Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28

 Spread A Little Love Around Coal Valley! 
From February 9th–14th, stop by the Library and take part in our Kindness Card Exchange. Bring a handwritten 

kindness card (or cards!) and trade it for a different, anonymous message of cheer from a fellow community 
member. It’s a simple, meaningful way to brighten someone’s day and your own. 

No card yet? No problem! Beginning February 5th, visit the library to use our creative card-making stations, where 
supplies and inspiration will be ready for you. All ages are welcome, because kindness is always in season. 

900 1st Street, Coal Valley, Illinois     |     309-799-3047     |     www.robertrjoneslibrary.org 
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Coal Valley Police Department 

Police Calls 

February 2025 

Traffic 

Tickets 

Written 

Warnings 

Ordinance 

Tickets 

Crash 

Reports 

Mental 

Health Arrests Made DUI 

Calls For 

Service Total Calls 

32412 6 3 1 1 2 0 299 

March 2025 7 9 1 1 1 4 1 375 399 

April 2025 12 9 2 2 2 2 0 604 633 

May 2025 33 2 6 2 0 4 2 474 523 

June 2025 7 8 1 2 1 2 0 484 505 

July 2025 10 15 0 3 0 0 0 611 639 

August 2025 19 36 0 1 0 1 0 632 689 

September 2025 4 26 1 0 2 2 0 767 802 

October 2025 19 17 2 1 0 2 1 567 609 

November 2025 13 6 0 0 0 2 2 390 413 

December 2025 7 6 0 3 0 3 1 420 440 

January 2026 8 9 0 0 1 2 0 438 458 

Traffic 

Tickets 

Written 

Warnings 

Ordinance 

Tickets 

Crash 

Reports 

Mental 

Health Arrests Made DUI 

Calls For 

Service 

12 Month 

Total Calls 

12 MonthTotals 151 149 16 16 8 26 7 6061 6434 
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February
2 Mon. Storm Warning Siren Test at 10 a.m. 

2 Mon. Ground Hog Day 

3 Tue Coal Valley Township Meeting, 7 p.m. at the Coal Valley Township Hall, 104 W. 1st Avenue, Coal Valley 

9 Mon. Colona Township Meeting, meets 7 p.m. at 801 1st Street, Colona. For more information, call the Colona Township oႈce at 309-792-8770 or 
309-792-8774. 

9 Mon. Moline-Coal Valley School District #40 Board of Education Meeting 6:00-8:00pm, at Washington Elementary School, 1550 41st St., 
Moline. 

9 - 14. Coal Valley Kindness Card Exchange at the Robert R. Jones Public Library, 900 1st St. Coal Valley. 
10 Tue. Rock Island County Forest Preserve Executive Committee Meeting, 9:30 am at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, 

Rock Island. 
11 Wed.  Village Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Municipal Center Hall. 

11 Wed. Rock Island County Board Committee of the Whole Meeting, 5:30 pm, County Board Chambers on the 3rd Àoor of the County Oႈce 
Building located at 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island. 

12 Thur. Lincoln’s Birthday 

13 Fri. Coal Valley Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 10:00 am at the ¿re station located at 103 W. 18th Avenue, 
Coal Valley. 

14 Sat.. Valentine’s Day 

16 Mon. Presidents Day Village of Coal Valley oႈces closed. Moline-Coal Valley Schools not in session. 
17 Tue. Valley Readers Book Club, (excluding Dec.), at 6:30 p.m. in the Coal Valley Municipal Center meeting room, 900 1st St. Contact the library at 

799-3047 for more information or register online at https://www.robertrjoneslibrary.org/events. 
18 Wed. Ash Wednesday 

18 Wed. Orion Community Unit School District #223 Board Meeting at the District Oႈce, 1002 11th Ave., Orion, at 7:00 pm. 
(regular session meetings are also live-streamed on the school district’s website. www.orionschools.us) 

19 Thur. Rock Island County Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, County Board Chambers on the 3rd Àoor of the County Oႈce Building located at 1504 3rd 
Avenue, Rock Island. 

19 Thur. Henry County Board Meeting, 6:00pm, Henry County Courthouse, Room 102J, 307 West Center St., Cambridge.  
19 Thur. Lions Club Dinner Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at Happy Joe’s, 320 W.1st Avenue (U.S. 6), Coal Valley. 
22 Sun. Washington’s Birthday 

23 Mon. Moline-Coal Valley School District #40 Board of Education Meeting 6:00-8:00pm, at the Moline Education Center 1900 52nd 
Avenue, Moline. 

25 Wed. Zoning Commission Meeting, (HELD IF NEEDED, check www.coalvalleyil.org) 6 p.m. at the Municipal Center Hall, 900 1st St. Coal Valley. 

March 

3 Tue. Storm Warning Siren Test at 10 a.m. 

3 Tue. Coal Valley Township Meeting, 7 p.m. at the Coal Valley Township Hall, 104 W. 1st Avenue, Coal Valley 

8 Sun. Daylight Saving Time Begins Remember to set clocks ahead one hour p.m. at the Coal Valley Township Hall, 104 W. 1st Avenue, Coal 
Valley 

9 Mon. Moline-Coal Valley School District #40 Board of Education Meeting 6:00-8:00pm, at the Moline Education Center 1900 52nd 
9 Mon. Colona Township Meeting, meets 7 p.m. at 801 1st Street, Colona. For more information, call the Colona Township oႈce at 309-792-8770 or 

309-792-8774. 
10 Tue. Rock Island County Forest Preserve Executive Committee Meeting, 9:30 am at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, 

Rock Island. 
11 Wed. Rock Island County Board Committee of the Whole Meeting, 5:30 pm, County Board Chambers on the 3rd Àoor of the County Oႈce 

Building located at 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island. 
11 Wed.  Village Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the Municipal Center Hall. 

13 Fri. Coal Valley Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 10:00 am at the ¿re station located at 103 W. 18th Avenue, 
Coal Valley. 

17 Tue. General Primary Election On Election Day the polls are open from 6 am until 7 pm. 
17 Tue. Saint Patrick’s Day 

17 Tue. Valley Readers Book Club, (excluding Dec.), at 6:30 p.m. in the Coal Valley Municipal Center meeting room, 900 1st St. Contact the library at 
799-3047 for more information or register online at https://www.robertrjoneslibrary.org/events. 

18 Wed.  Orion Community Unit School District #223 Board Meeting at the District Oႈce, 1002 11th Ave., Orion, at 7:00 pm. (regular session 
meetings are also live-streamed on the school district’s website. www.orionschools.us) 

19 Thur. Rock Island County Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, County Board Chambers on the 3rd Àoor of the County Oႈce Building located at 1504 3rd 
Avenue, Rock Island. 

19 Thur. Henry County Board Meeting, 6:00pm, Henry County Courthouse, Room 102J, 307 West Center St., Cambridge.  
25 Wed. Zoning Commission Meeting, (HELD IF NEEDED, check www.coalvalleyil.org) 6 p.m. at the Municipal Center Hall, 900 1st St. Coal Valley. 
28 Sat. Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 a.m. at the Municipal Park, 1000 1st St. Coal Valley. 
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by Drue Mielke 

Coal Valley’s Heart 
is Filled with Kindness 

February brings us Valentine’s Day and the Village of 
Coal Valley and The Robert R. Jones Library is sponsoring 
this month’s “Village of Coal Valley Event.” From February 
9th through the 14th, stop by the library and take part in the 
“Kindness Card Exchange”. Bring a handwritten kindness 
card (or cards) and trade it in for an annoymous message 
of cheer from a fellow community member. Beginning 
on February 5th, members of the community can use 
the library’s card making stations that has supplies and 
inspiraion too! 

February is also American Heart Month, declared by 
President BIden in 2023. Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death in the U.S. but impacts some communities 
disproportionately. Join eႇorts around the country to 
promote heart health in your community. 

Symptoms of coronary heart disease vary from person 
to person. About 1 in 20 adults aged 20 and older have 
coronary heart disease. But many people don’t know they 
have the disease until they have chest pain; the blood 
Àow to their heart is blocked, causing a heart attack; or 
their heart suddenly stops pumping blood, also known as 
cardiac arrest. 

Friday, February 6th is National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute’s National Wear Red Day®. National Wear Red 
Day is sponsored by The Heart Truth, under the auspices 
of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute—part 
of the National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. Join organizations around the 
country throughout February and on Friday, February 6th 
for National Wear Red Day® to bring greater attention to 
heart disease as a l eading cause of death for Americans. 

Thank you to The American Heart Association for the 
information below from https://www.heart.org/en/health-
topics/heart-attack/warning-signs-of-a-heart-attack. 

Catch the signs early 

Don’t wait to get help if you experience any heart 
attack warning signs. Some heart attacks are sudden and 
intense, but others start slowly, with mild pain or discomfort. 
Pay attention to your body and call 911 if you experience: 

• Chest discomfort. Most heart attacks involve 
discomfort in the center of the chest that lasts more than a 
few minutes – or it may go away and then return. It can feel 
like uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain. 

• Discomfort in other areas of the upper body. 
Symptoms can include pain or discomfort in one or both 
arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach. 

• Shortness of breath. This can occur with or without 
chest discomfort. 

• Other signs. Other possible signs include breaking 
out in a cold sweat, nausea or light-headedness. 

Symptoms vary between men and women 

As with men, women’s most common heart attack 
symptom is chest pain (angina) or discomfort. But women 
may experience other symptoms that are typically less 

associated with heart attack, such as shortness of breath, 
nausea/vomiting, and back or jaw pain. 
. 

Don’t hesitate to call 911 

Learn the signs of heart attack and, even if you’re not 
sure it’s a heart attack, have it checked out. Minutes matter. 
Fast action can save lives – maybe your own. 

Call 911 if you experience heart attack warning signs. It’s 
almost always the fastest way to get lifesaving treatment. 

An emergency medical services (EMS) team can begin 
treatment when they arrive. EMS staႇ are also trained to 
provide resuscitation eႇorts to someone whose heart has 
stopped. People with chest pain who arrive by ambulance 
may also receive faster treatment at the hospital. 

For many reasons, it’s best to call 911 so that an 
experienced EMS team can begin treatment and arrange 
rapid transport to the emergency room. 
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Rock Island County Voting Information 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
You may need to register if: 
* You are a first time voter who will be 18 on or before November 3, 2026. 
* You are new to Rock Island County. 
* You have moved since you last registered or voted. 
* You have had a name change. 
* You have had a felony conviction but are no longer incarcerated. 

COUNTY BUILDING 
1504 3 Ave., Rock Island 

Early Voting in County Clerk’s Office – You do not need a reason or an ID. 

February 5 – March 6 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
*Normal business hours 

March 7 – March 16 
Monday – Friday Saturdays (March 7 & March 14) Sundays (March 8 & March 15) 

8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Vote-by-Mail – You do not need a reason or an ID. 

- February 5 - First day ballots will be mailed out and each day thereafter. 
- February 5 - Secure Drop Box available 24/7 in front of the County Clerk’s Office for  

convenience. 

- March 12 – Last day for the Clerk’s Office to receive an application in order to mail out a ballot. 
- Return postage for the ballots will be paid by the County within the United States. 
- Visit our website to print an application or call the County Clerk’s Office at 309-786-8683 to    

request one by mail. 

Grace Period registration/voting in County Clerk’s Office 
You can register or make changes to your February 18 – March 6 
registration, bring in 2 forms of ID showing current 

Monday – Friday name and address and vote at that time. 

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
*Normal business hours 

March 7 – March 16 
Monday – Friday      Saturdays (March 7 & March 14) Sundays (March 8 & March 15) 

8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

OFFSITE LOCATIONS 
Early Voting Offsite Locations 
Grace Period registration/voting You can register or make changes to your 

registration, bring in 2 forms of ID showing 

March 2 through March 13 current name and address and vote at that time. 

Western Illinois University, 3300 River Drive, Moline  
Mon – Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Silvis City Council Chambers, 121 11 Street, Silvis 
Mon – Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Milan Municipal Building, 405 E. 1 Street, Milan 
Mon – Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Moline Public Library, 3210 41 Street, Moline 
Mon – Fri. 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

ELECTION DAY - March 17, 2026 
Vote Center Grace Period registration You can register or make changes to your 

registration by bringing in 2 forms of ID showing current name and address and vote at that time. 

For more information, visit our website www.votericounty.org or call the County Clerk’s Office at 309-786-8683. 
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